
THE GOOD LIFE CENTER - LIST OF AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS, Jan., 2009
NEARING-AUTHORED TITLES
THE GOOD LIFE by Helen and Scott Nearing.  Includes Living the Good Life and it’s 
sequel (now out of print) Continuing the Good Life, which covered 27 years of stone 
building, soil building, gardening, right livelihood, and healthful living in Maine.  
Schocken, 1954/1979. 

Out of stock.

Living the Good Life by Helen and Scott Nearing.  Pioneering, building, 
organic gardening,  vegetarian living on a self-subsistent Vermont homestead.  
Schocken, 1970. Hardcover.

Sorry, we’re out.

Continuing the Good Life by Helen and Scott Nearing. Schocken, 1979. Paper, $12
THE GREAT MADNESS  by Scott Nearing Paper, $15
Annotated by Greg Joly. Afterword by Tom Wirth (Bull Thistle Press, 2008).
OIL AND THE GERMS OF WAR  by Scott Nearing Pamphlet, $7
Edited by Greg Joly. Afterword by Greg Joly and Andrew Donaldson. (Bull Thistle 
Press, 2006). 48p.
VICTORY WITHOUT PEACE by Scott Nearing Written in 1947 at the end of World War 
II, "Victory Without Peace" is a pamphlet originally published by World Events. Scott 
lays out the power structure's formula of "selling victory to the people", creating 
Nationalist pride in military might, dehumanizing the enemy, and whipping up 
patriotism. The thesis is that while victory might bring glory and prove dominance, it 
doesn't necessarily bring peace. Bull Thistle Press, 2005.15 pp., hand bound. 

Pamphlet, $5

SIMPLE FOOD FOR THE GOOD LIFE: Random Acts of Cooking and Pithy Quotations 
by Helen Nearing. 

Paper, $18

A book of Helen’s simple vegetarian recipes, as well as insight into the Nearing’s 
philosophy on eating for health. Chelsea Green, 1999. 
THE GOOD LIFE PICTURE ALBUM by Helen Nearing. Paper, $15
From their collection of amateur and professional photographs, a visual portrait of 
the Nearings’ half-century together, from childhood through their last Forest Farm in 
Maine.  Dutton/Signet, 1974. 
LOVING AND LEAVING THE GOOD LIFE by Helen Nearing.  Paper, $16
This memoir and tribute to Scott recalls personal aspects of their lives together in 
Vermont and Maine, with chapters on their earlier years and Scott’s exemplary death 
at age 100. Chelsea Green, 1992.
THE MAKING OF A RADICAL: A POLITICAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY by Scott Nearing.       Paper, $12
The powerful story of Scott’s life against the mainstream in the United States.  From 
his childhood to his final conclusions at the end of a long life that economic justice 
and world peace are possible. Harper Collins, 1972/1976.

The Making of a Radical - New edition with forward by labor activist and 
historian Staughton Lynd. Chelsea Green, 2000

Paper, $17

LIVING THE GOOD LIFE and THE MAPLE SUGAR BOOK by Helen and Scott Nearing, 
box set.  Schocken, 1970/1972. 

Paper, $18

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR A GOOD LIFE.  Paper, $6
A collection of quotes from Helen and Scott’s works that set forth the guide posts for 
their vision of a good life.  The Good Life Center, 1997. 
LIGHT ON AGING AND DYING by Helen Nearing Cloth, $13
Helen’s inspiring and useful collection of “wise words” gleaned from 80 years of 
reading in sources as various and ageless as the Egyptian Book of the Dead, Emily 
Dickinson, Lin Yutang, and Michel Montaigne.  Tilbury House, 1995/ Harvest, 1998. 
THE MAPLE SUGAR BOOK by Helen and Scott Nearing.  An account of the art and 
history of sugaring.  Practical details for modern sugaring and remarks on pioneering 

in the 20th century.  Schocken, 1970.

Cloth, $16, Paper, 
$11

Maple Sugar Book - 50th anniversary edition with a new epilogue and never-
before published photos. Chelsea Green, 2000.

Paper, $17

WISE WORDS FOR THE GOOD LIFE: A HOMESTEADER’S PERSONAL COLLECTION by 
Helen Nearing.

Paper, $15



An anthology of quotations on simple living, solitude, woman’s place in the home, the 
male point of view.  With a new introduction by Annie Sheble, member of The Good 
Life Center’s Group of Stewards.  Chelsea Green, 1999.
USA TODAY by Scott Nearing.  Vintage
Observations and commentary on trips to every state in the Union during the 1950s.  
Still timely.  Co-authored with Helen Nearing.  Social Science Institute, 1955.

Cloth, $12

MAN’S SEARCH FOR THE GOOD LIFE by Scott Nearing.  Vintage
An analysis of the difficulties and dangers which beset the western world and 
suggestions for alternatives.  Social Science Institute, 1954/1974.

Paper, $9

CIVILIZATION AND BEYOND:  LEARNING FROM HISTORY by Scott Nearing.  Vintage
A commentary on the past, present, and future of civilization.  Economic, social, and 
ideological forces.  Social Science Institute, 1975. 

Paper, $9

THE CONSCIENCE OF A RADICAL by Scott Nearing.  Vintage
Challenged by the urgent demands of the current world revolution, a radical outlines 
a program that will make possible a good life for the largest number.  Social Science 
Institute, 1965/1984.

Paper, $9

ECONOMICS FOR THE POWER AGE by Scott Nearing.        Vintage
An economy should provide an adequate supply of goods and services for all its 
citizens.  Social planning, direction, ownership, and management of the economy are 
important and urgent.  Social Science Institute, 1952.

Paper, $9 

FREEDOM:  PROMISE AND MENACE by Scott Nearing. Vintage
 A critique on the cult of freedom.  Historical experience with freedom; freedom and 
conformity; individual freedom and group freedom; the role of freedom and restraint 
in the power age.  Social Science Institute, 1961.

Cloth, $12

MULTI-MEDIA
VIDEO      HELEN NEARING:  CONSCIOUS LIVING/CONSCIOUS DYING 60 minutes. $24.95 
Biographical documentary of Helen’s life, including interviews with Helen shortly 
before her death in 1995. By Polly Bennell and Andrea Sarris, 2000. 
VIDEO      LIVING THE GOOD LIFE WITH HELEN AND SCOTT NEARING  30 minutes. $30 
Daily life at Forest Farm when Helen was 73 and Scott was 94.  Bullfrog Films, 1977.
AUDIOTAPE    THE GOOD LIFE OF HELEN NEARING    90 minutes. $12 
Helen reading and being interviewed.  Sounds True Audio, 1994. 
POSTER    WANTED: SCOTT NEARING - 17” x 22”, black and white with photograph. $10 
TEE SHIRT   ‘BEET THE PLUTOCRAIC MILITARY OLIGARCHY/The Good Life Center’ 
Tee Shirt

$15 

A Good Life Center original, printed in Maine on 100% organic cotton with water-
based inks. White or black. S, M, L, XL.
RELATED TITLES
SCOTT NEARING:  AN INTELLECTUAL BIOGRAPHY, John A. Saltmarsh.    Cloth, $20 
A moving biography tracing Scott Nearing’s struggle with the tensions of living a 
principled life, connecting the personal with the political. Temple University Press, 
1991.        

Chelsea Green, 2000 Edition (paper). Paper, $18
ON LIGHT ALONE:  A MEDITATION ON THE GOOD DEATH OF HELEN NEARING, Ellen 
LaConte. Loose Leaf Press, 1996. 

Paper, $13

FREE RADICAL:  RETHINKING THE GOOD DEATH OF SCOTT NEARING, Ellen LaConte. Paper, $6
Loose Leaf Press, 1997. 
HALO OF GRIEF, Bolton Hall. Paper $16 
A reissue of the 1913 book on death and grief that was a favorite of Helen Nearing’s. 
Loose Leaf Press, 1997. 
THE STORY OF HALO, a companion to Halo of Grief. Paper, $5

***Selected Nearing titles are also available in German and Korean***
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